
 
NGO CSW MEMBERS MEETING 

Held on the 17th September 2010 
Church Center, 11th Floor 

 
The members were welcomed to the meeting by Soon Young Yoon.  
 
The chair introduced the present executive board members, sub- committees members 
and the mission for establishing the NGO committee in 1972. She reminded members of 
the organization’s mission and urged members to work together to use their strength to 
accomplish the vision and engage in substantive discussions on policy advocacy in 
advancing women’s rights at all levels. 
 
Members were urged to renew their membership to NGO CSW to enable progress within 
the network and to advance set goals at both the national and international levels. 
Members were reminded of the $ 50 membership fee, valid on a year to year basis. The 
Benefits to membership include receiving weekly new letters, information on members 
monthly meetings, invitations to attend NGO CSW meetings and information regarding 
ongoing upcoming events. 
 
Members were informed about the NGO CSW scholarship, created to enable one highly 
recognized female human rights activist from a developing country to attend and 
participate in the meetings. It was created to address the observed absence of women 
from developing countries in UN Meetings, due to failure to raise funds to attend and 
participate in UN meetings. Members were urged to participate in making pledges to 
raise enough funds in support of the scholarship, estimated to range between $ 5000 – 
$10,000. Members were also encouraged to participate in the four subcommittees 
established by registering and attending monthly sessions. 
 
The election of Michelle Bachelet as the Under Secretary general for the new UN women 
by the UN Secretary general on 14th September 2010 was welcomed by members. UN 
women will be operating by January 2011 and will amalgamate all UN organizations 
advancing women’s rights into one body. The Membership criteria to executive positions 
will be based on the set UN system criteria of five region representation subject to 
rotation over time. 
 
The guest speaker from the UN gave a brief overview of the Millennium Development 
goals set in 2000. The purpose was to create a global action plan for world leaders to 
adopt to improve lives of millions of people around the world with 2015 set as the year 
for accomplishing the set goals.  Seven MDG goals were proposed with the intention of 
evaluating them within 10 years at the UN summit to be held in 2010. The set goals were 
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving Universal primary education, 
promoting gender equality and empowerment of women, reducing child mortality , 



improve mortality rate, combat HIV aids, malaria and other diseases and ensure 
environmental sustainability. 
 
The goals are cross cutting over women’s rights and members were encouraged to engage 
in information gathering in support of the advocacy work and encourage government 
accountability for set MDG’s beneficial to women’s rights too. Though it was recognized 
that supporting evidence for advocacy might be hard to obtain from governments. 
Member were encouraged to rely on alternative sources for data and statistics support in 
advocacy work to effect change within governments .  
 
Members recognized that engaging governments in constructive non confrontational 
neutral discussions with supporting evidence was the most effective tool for MDG 
advancement. The governments would be expected to provide proof of their 
achievements to set MDG targets at the summit taking place in New York, 2010. 
Members were urged to follow summit session meetings to evaluate government 
achievements over the past 10 year period since set targets were established by UN. 
 
After recognizing the absence of male participation in the meeting, members were urged 
to encourage male participation and attendance in meetings to enforce women’s rights 
through use of gender neutral language that would encourage male participation. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


