
 

 

 

Minutes of the CSW 55 planning committee meeting – November 1, 2010 

 

The third meeting of the planning committee met on November 1
th

, 2010 in the Ba’hai 

Center. The meeting functioned as an introduction and allowed participants to raise 

issues, questions and comments to the Chairs. 

 

The meeting was conducted by Beth Adamson the Co-Chair and Vivian Pender NGO 

CSW /NY Chair. 

 

Guest Speakers at the meeting were representatives from Man Up; Co-Founder Karen 

Robinson Cloete and Communications Director Jessica Greer Morris. 

 

Next Meeting: 12 – 2:00pm, Monday, November 15 at Bahá’i 

 

 

Part I: CSW 55 Overview 

 

The NGO CSW NYC Chair, Vivian Pender opened the meeting. 

 

The CSW 55 theme: “Access and participation of women and girls to education, training, 

science and technology, including the promotion of women’s equal access to full 

employment and decent work” and review theme: “The elimination of all forms of 

violence and discrimination against the girl child” were discussed. 

 The dates of CSW 55 are February 22- March 4 2011, consultation is expected to be held 

on Monday February 21, 2010 at the Salvation Army Headquarters at 120 West 14
th

 

Street. 

 

 

There was a discussion about the Statements and the deadlines. 

 

Eleanor Solo from DAW updated: 

1. There will be a limit of 20 participants per organization. The secondary passes 

(probably 1-2 per organization) will also be available. 

2. The pre-registration process will require more information, as mentioned before, 

in order to help with the lines at security.  

3. The registration deadline will be December 3
rd

 and then during January those 

registered will need to return to the site and fill out more information. There will 

not be confirmation letters. 

4. There was a question about the new passes with the new security encoding 

system. Eleanor said she did not believe it will affect the CSW, but will check 

with security. 

5. There was a question about the secondary badges, and Eleanor clarified that the 

badges will get people into the North Lawn building, and the conference rooms, 



but only if there is room. Eleanor stressed that if we keep out numbers down then 

security will also be more relaxed. In regards to parallel events the organizer will 

decide if to issue tags.  

 

 

  

Part II: Guest Speaker 

 

Executive Committee Member Madeline Brecher introduced the guest speakers 

 

Karen Robinson Colete presented her organization, Man Up Campaign, which works 

with young leaders (both men and women) to empower them to work within their local 

communities and stop violence against women. Karen shared her experience from the 

organization’s recent summit during the World Cup in South Africa and about the links 

between their mission and sports. Initially Karen and her co founder examined different 

ways to get men involved and ways to appeal to a male population. They looked at 

graffiti, hip-hop, technology, arts and sports. They looked at best practices and mainly at 

organizations under the umbrella of Men Engaged as a place to find partners.  Using 

facebook as a main platform they were able to draw in many applicants. They decided to 

appeal to both genders and find solutions based in local communities.  

 

Each delegation has their own project in their country, but they have formed partnerships 

and support the work of other delegations. During the summit they worked in workshops 

to develop a strategy to put their plan in action, under the guidance of Man Up.  

 

Karen spoke about their site, and the online discussions. She said this has been a very 

helpful tool as it enables people to freely speak their opinions and began many 

meaningful debates.  

 

Karen then opened the floor to questions: 

 

Q: Were the delegations funded? 

A: Yes, but delegations that will be able to pay their own way will in the future. Funds 

come from various family funds and individual doners.  

 

Q: Will representatives from Man Up be able to attend consolation day and participate in 

the breakouts? 

A: Yes, absolutely. Man Up will talk to men in the NY area and see if anyone will be 

interested.  

 

Madeline suggested to send the minutes of the meeting to Jessica, so she can remain in 

the loop about further developments, and also invited Man Up representatives to attend 

the planning meetings.  

 

Jessica states that they may need funding/ support to bring delegations to consultation 

day and asked that the planning committee examines the possibility of funding airfare.   



 

There was a discussion about how to incorporate men in the debates on women’s issues, 

without losing places for women at the table.  

 

Karen and Jessica both stressed the very virtual nature of their organization. The 

delegations only meet once a year, and the rest of the year all the communication/ work is 

done via e-mail, Facebook and online discussions. They will also try to have smaller 

regional meetings to create regional networks. The movement is lead by the delegates, 

while Man Up offers support and guidance. 

 

The Co-Chair thanked the guest speakers for a very informative session. 

 

 

Part III: Discussion: 

 

There were questions about groups writing statements and the possibility of working 

together and writing joint statements.  

 

Eva Richter discussed the handbook: 

1. A timeline needs to be made. 

2. There needs to be a decision about the pricing of the ads. Eva recommends the 

same pricing as last year.  

3. The deadline should be January 7
th

, with the possibility of an extension. The 

handbooks need to be sent to the printer by February 7
th

 at the latest.  

 

It was agreed that registration for parallel events should to go up on the website ASAP, as 

that is a key factor for people placing ads.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eliana Summer-Galai 

Intern 

NGO CSW/NY 

 

 

 

 


